CHAPTER XXV
THE  FAIRY WIFE
ELSEWHERE I have had occasion to notice a widely diffused
popular story of a fairy wife or husband which conforms to the
type known as the Swan Maiden, or Beauty and the Beast, or
Cupid and Psyche,1 and I have cited examples of the tale.
Here I will add a few more instances.    A common story told
all over Indonesia, if not over the whole Malay-Polynesian
region, is that seven or nine heavenly women descended to
earth every night to bathe in the form of birds, throwing off
their wings and plunging into the water as girls.    Once upon
a time they were observed by a man, who took away the
wings of the youngest.   When the others were finished bath-
ing, they donned their wings again and flew back to heaven.
But the youngest, deprived of her wings, remained helplessly
behind as a girl.    She was taken by the man who had stolen
her wings, and became his wife.    Generally it is also told that
the pair had a child, and that the wife, offended by her
husband, returned to heaven, whereupon the disconsolate
husband sought her everywhere for the sake of the child, but
could find her nowhere.2
Thus in Efate, one of the New Hebrides, the story runs
that " the people of the sky, perceiving that the tide was out
and the reef bare, came down and took off their white wings
and proceeded to fish with torches along the shore. At dawn
they put on their wings, sang a song, and flew back to heaven.
This they often repeated. One night, when they had come
down, laid aside their wings, and were fishing, a man of the
1 The Dying God, pp. 130 syg.
1 N. Adrian! and A. C. Kruijt, op. cit. iii. 401.
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